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What is community testing?
Community testing is a major tool to help identify and isolate individuals 
who have COVID-19 but do not have symptoms and may be spreading the 
virus without knowing. The tests used provide rapid results and do not 
need to be sent to the laboratory.

Who is eligible?
To take a test at one of our community test centres in Coventry, you must:

 � Be free of any symptoms of COVID-19. Anyone with symptoms should 
book a test at one of our five symptomatic NHS testing centres in the 
city. Visit the NHS website or phone 119 to do this.

 � Be a resident of Coventry, or work in the city

 � Be over the age of 11 (anyone between 11 and 17 will need to  
have a parent or appropriate adult with them)

 � Not have been instructed to isolate  
by NHS Test and Trace

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Why should I get a test?
Community testing will help to provide a more accurate picture of the 
virus in Coventry. The testing will find people who have do not have any 
symptoms but have the virus. By supporting these people to isolate, we 
can reduce the number of people they spread it to and ultimately reduce 
the transmission rate in the city.  

The more we reduce the transmission rate, the quicker we will be able to 
get closer to a more normal way of life and do the things we all enjoy, such 
as meeting family and friends. 

Lots of people are still needed in their workplaces as they are providing 
essential services, and with cases continuing to rise in the city, regular 
testing could help to keep colleagues, the public, and their loved ones 
safe. As an example, those working in food hubs will be going for weekly 
tests to ensure they are free of COVID-19 and can continue their daily key 
duties in a safe manner. 

No one in Coventry will be made to have a test, but we want as many 
people as possible to have a test. We are hoping that those eligible will 
recognise the benefits of testing in reducing the transmission of the virus 
and will choose to have a test, so that the circulation of the virus in the city 
will decrease going forward.



What does a community test consist of?
This is a swab test that gives results in less than an hour. It does not need 
to go to a lab. The test checks if people have the virus, even if they do not 
have symptoms. It does not detect infectiousness.

The test involves taking a swab of the back of the throat and the inside of 
the nose. People carry out their own swabbing and then trained staff will 
process the result.

Where are your community test centre sites?
 � Coventry Transport Museum 
 � Indian Community Centre, Cross Road, Foleshill 
 � Moat House Leisure and Neighbourhood Centre, Winston Avenue  
 � AT7 Centre, Bell Green Road 
 � Alan Higgs Centre, Allard Way 
 � Xcel Centre, Mitchell Avenue
 � Hagard Centre, Remembrance Road

Can I go to a community test site if I have  
symptoms of Covid?
It’s important to remember that community testing is only for people with 
NO coronavirus symptoms. Anyone with symptoms should book a test at 
one of our five symptomatic NHS testing centres in the city. Visit the NHS 
website or phone 119 to do this.

Our sites are available at:
 � Ricoh Arena 
 � Broad Street Surgery
 � Moat Street Car Park
 � Whitefriars Car Park
 � University of Warwick, Westwood Games Hall

For further information, including a range of help and support for those 
self-isolating  if you get a positive test result, call 08085 834333 or  
visit: www.coventry.gov.uk 
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